_«Inecdotes of w Myflerious Foreigner..

’y HA TEVER. may have béen the bu- |

V. {inefs of a certain foreigner here, about
whom the French.have: jut made, or affected
td make, a great buftle ; there is fomething in
his'moft untelligible hiftory that is very enter-
-taining ;. and there are accounts of tranfactiops,
which bound 0. nearly upon the marvellous,
that it 'is impoffible but they muft excite the
attention of this Athenian age. [ imagine this
geatlémian, againft whom no ill was ever al-
Yedged; and Eir whofé genius and knowledge
-1 have the moft fincere refpedt, will not take
umbiragz av my obferving, whar the high title
he aflumes is not the right of I'ncage, ortle
gift of rovel Tavour':“what.is his real name 1s

* perhaps one of thofe myfteries, which, at his
death, will ferprife the world, more than all
the ftrange incidén}'s of his I'fe ; but himfelf
will ‘not "be avert?, I-think, to own this, by
whith he goes, 1% no more than a travelling
tte, o

There feems fomething infching in the term

uningonnu, by which the French have {poke
of him; and the terms wé have borrowed

“from their Ianguage, of an swanturier and a

| chetialier d'indufiric, alwiys convey reproach :
as théy have been applied to this—1 bad almoft
faid, pobleman — It is juftice to declare, that i’
anyill'fenfé they appear to be very foreign f rom-
his.chara@er, 1t is certain, that, like the per:

» . fors genérally underftocd by thefe denomina~

“fiops, -he has fupported himfelf alwgyj at a
“eanfiderable expence, and id perfedt indepen-
dengé, without ‘any vifible or known way. of

7 Jiviig s bar let thofe who fuy this, always add,

that' he' docs not play ; ror is tligrey perhaps, -

a‘pepfon in the World, who can fay he has en-

- richiéd himfelf (ix-pence at his expence,

AT

unk=bwn ' as his name: buc_coacerning bothy
_as alfo’ of ‘his early life, bufy conjecture has
taken ‘the place of knowlege ; and, as it ‘was
equal what to invent, the perverfene’s of hu-
man nawife, and, perhaps, envy in thofe,
who.took the chaige of the inveanan, has kd

'~ thein to fele@ pafl-ces lefs favoursble, thun

wotld hate beyn rur:dined by truth, Tillmore

-, authentié materials thall be preduted. ir will

be proper that thz wor d fufpend : heir cusiofity ;

. -and-eharity requires not to belicve fome thirgs

N

which have: no foundation. « ]
-All wé can with juftice fay-is, This gentle:

" man i§te be-confidered as an unknown and

" moffentive fradrer; who bas fupples fur a
large expence, the fources of which are not
anderflood,. 0 0 T

Many years ago he was in- England, and
 finck that time ke has vifited the feseral other
European kingdows 3 always keeping up the
appearapce; 6f a man of fathion, and always
livipg, with credit, R
"Fi.e reader ‘remembers Gil Blas's mafter,
who {pent.his money without: any body’s un-

dérfanding how he lived :-’tis appliceble, in
more refpefs-than one, to this firanper 3 who |

Yke him bLas beer examined alo 1n dargerous,
imes;, but'fiund innocent and refpc@able. But
this'diff-rence, that the hero of ow
OF ig to have Wismoney concemrated,.ds
~ chy ®iTh herp thelr paverft menftinims, no
Cin 1s niiral and bulky form ; v no carts
“ufed »o-cometoaded-to his lodyings.

-~ He’had the -addrefs to-find the reigring

- foible always of the place where he was goicg |

. to'reflde, ‘apd oo that he built the {theme o
- renderipgoNndElf aoiceable, " When he came
- Jopd: 4N (?‘;‘;:,%, ¢ found gayfick was
> ; }gg;{,ﬁ‘u y, add rook the
N3 I

gm; and theie

- cart-Joad of dfcords. ™

" The couniry of this ftranget is as perfé@ly | every inch a chymift: ard he'y,

‘-’f’ af he hadbeer
Mled 3t) a native |

ke appeared a connoiffeur in gems, antiques,
and medals : in France, be was a fop 3 in Cer-
many, a chymii, ‘

i By thefe arts he introduced himfif in each
of thofe countries.; and to his high praife it

' muit be owned, that to which ever of them,

or-to what{oever elfe it may have been that he

.was bred, .yet whichever he chofe far the

time, feemed to have been the only employment
of his life. “With regard to mufic, he not
only p'ayed, but compefed; and both in a
hig?ﬂ tafte.  Nay, his very ideas were accom;
mddated to the art; and w thefe ocrurrences
which had norelavon to mufic, he found means
to exprefs himfelf in figurative terms deduced
from this [cience. - There could not be a more

- artful way of [bewing his attention to the fub-

je€t. I remember an incident which impiefled
it lrorgly on my memory : I had the horour
1o be at an- affembly of Lady ***%, who,
many other”good and great accomplifhinies:
added a tafte for mnfic, fo delicate, thar
was made a judge in the difputes ot mafters,
This “ftranger was to te«{ the party; and to-
wardevening he came in hisufual freeard polite,
maneer; but with more hurry than was cuftom-

‘ary, and with his_fingers topped in bis eas.
-1 can conceive ealily, .that in moit men, this

would kave been a very ungraceful attitude;
and, 1 am afraid, itwould have been conftrued

into an ungenteel entrance ; but he had 2 man--

ner that madé every . thing agreesble. They
had been emptying a. ¢art Icad of itenes, jo

at the door, to.mend tha pavement :-he threw

himfelf into a cheir, and, when the Lady «fk-
ed what wes the mutter, le painted to the
place, and faid, “ 1 ani tvinped with 2 whole

"Twas thus in all_the reft : 2mong the,Ger-
mars, where -he pliyed chymiftfy, he was
_cettainly in

Paris, everyinch a fop, o
From Germany he carried into France the

“reputation cf a high and fovereign alchymift ;
one who pefieffed the fzcret powder, and, in

Tke

cornfequence, " the . univeful medicine.
er ran, this fhanger cruld make g ld,

Wl

S:m that eccount; bur the mindier ac that
tme, tewhom the matter hisd been whifpered
“as imperfast, fimiling, enfwened, he wonid
purit oaa ihort iffne 1 He ordered an erquiry
10 be mode, whence the remnittances hie- re-
seived came ; and teld thofe, wio hisd applied
to’h.m, thet he weuld faon fhew them what
‘quarries they were which yilded this phile-
lepher's Fonz. The mesns that great.man
took to explain the myftery, thevgh very
judicious, ferved unly to encreafe it © whether

‘the ftranger had acconnts of the enquiry; that
-was ordered, and found me.ns to evade , or

by what other accidents, ’tis not knewn, but,
the fa@ is, that in the fpace of two ycars,
while he was thus watched, be hved as ulual;
paid for eveiy thing io ready meney; and yet
no remmtrance came into the kingdomYor him.

The. thitg w's fpcken of ; and ncre now
doubted, what a: fi:it had been treated as a
himera; he was underttcod to poflefs, with
ther grand fecret, a remecdy for all dif~

‘e3fes, and even for the infirmities in which

iinge tium phs over the human fabiic,

T A-certalr cuchefs, who lad been forrteen
yearsa ce'ebrated coquette, began rothink fhe
(oW, or fred fke fhould fee fome of thole
aarks, which the créw of #ge imprinrs vpon
t e.face ot ‘beauty. the fert to this franger:
¢. Menlieur le Cournt, faid the, what 1 fhall fuy
¢ wants more apology, than [ knew how to
¢ make, but you are all politenefs : they 1.l
¢ me you have that icefbimable ficret, worth
¢,mere than_ all your gold, the medicipe that
will reftore “youth; ~1 don’t know that 1

1 e

{he aypence 2t which he Eved feemcd to con-]

F
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[ © want it'yet ; but timels time; and, perhaps
¢ ¢ Monficur, what it can remedy, it will more
eafily prevent:=1I would be early, in my
care :~—Ceme, an{wer me :—Can:¥obtain it
of you ?—Let me have it, and-#ime your
own conditiors.’ ’
The firanger put on a myflerious ais, and
anfwered, ¢ Thofe who have thefe fecrets do
“nct chufe if ‘fhould be kmown ‘they have
¢ them.’ — ¢ [ know ir, Sir, replied the
¢ Lady,~but ycu may confde in me.” —Ix
fine, -he-was prevailed uprn: he brought next
day = vial of four or five fpoonfuls. He'told
Ler tea dreps was enough 10 rake at once, and
that on'y ut the new and full ‘of the moon :
that it was incocent: but if fhe wafted this,
pethaps, it weuld rot be eafy to gera'fupply.

The Lady putit by in the fecure place where
fhe kept lier rouge; and went out on a vifit,
Het woman happened- that afternocn to be
frized with the cholic. She looked over the
heule fora lignenr (in Eogland we fhould fuy a
dram) ard finding this vial in {0 careful a fate
of prefervaticn, {he doubted not its éxcellence :
—ihe fmelt to 1t, 'twas fragrant, fhe tafted it,
‘twas vory pleafant ; ard fhe drank itall off.

Tke cholic vanifhed, and fhe fat down in
great {pirits to adjaft her Lady’s toilet,

At evening the Dutchefs’ cdme in t'red,
limped to her chamber, and was calling for
her things, when cafting her eyes upon the
woman ; ‘¢ Child, fays fthe, who are you?
¢ What do you. want with me ! How came
vou here I” The cther only curtfy’d ; and the
Dutchefs peevifhly bad her o, She anfwered,
*“ Your Grace is pleafed to fpeak in an un-
ccmmon manner; I -have the honour to be
your”Grace’s womag, and wait to undrefs-
vou.”
“ Heaven and earth, replied the Dutelefs,
Eou, my woman:! why child, my woman is
ve and forty ; you, I dare{wear, have not
““ryet feen fixteen !

T hemyftery wasnever explained ; all France
‘rung with the miracle; but the: firanger was
-gone 3 and the Duschefs is now ag'grey as other
-matrens of Gxty-fix; never having been able
't obtain ancthe# bottle,

"I hus is the. ftory told, and thus it will be
t'ld in Paris many generatiors ;. all that ap-

cared was .thus; But whether the medicine
kad transformed the woman, er the ftranger
bad removed her, acd put a young one in her
place, ’tis not mine to determine,
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This Day was publiffed, Price xs. 64.
“HE Honour atd Advan'ages of A GRI-
CUL TURE. Eeing the Twelfth Difcourfe
of the Eighth Volume of ‘F E-I J O O’s Works,
Tranflated from the Spanith by a Farmer in Chethire.
Printed for R. and J. Dodlley in Pallmall; and
{old by M. Cooper in Pater- nofter Row.

Few Ccpies being left of the Lesrnod

Mr. JCSEPH EINGHAM's WORKS, in

T'wo Volumes, Folio; il'uftrated with Maps, &e.

Contuining- Csigines Ecclefiattic, or the Aniiquin‘cs

af the Chnftim Church ; and his other Pieces: They

are propofed to be fuld at the very low Frice of 13 5.
in shects (origiraily 21 2s. bound.} -

“,* My Defign, fays the Authar, is chic fy to gra-
tify the Engith Reader with an entire Collection of
ffe sntiguities of the Chriftian ¢ husch, as others have
done of the Creok and Roman, and Jewith Antiguitice.

In diis Work (fay the Writers of Fiographia Bei-
tannicz) the Author difcovers a prodigious Fund of -
Reading ; as alfo a great deal of Judgment; Sincerity,
and Candour ; and gives at the fame Time a Specimen
‘of what Induflry and a diligent Application ‘are capa-
ble of doing. . ‘ : o
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